Explorations

What You Need:  My Exploration sheet for each student, Exploration Planning Sheet for each student, 11”x17” white construction paper, colored pencils or crayons, pencils  

What You Do:  Model the process of doing an exploration.  First, select a topic in which you are interested and use an Exploration sheet to guide you.  Decide what you want to know about that topic.  Make it in the form of a question.  Research your question, writing notes as you find appropriate information.  When you have your answer, use the Exploration Planning Sheet to plan layout on the construction paper.  Layout should contain:

· Brief text that includes key information

· Some type of visual (drawing, map, diagram)

· A title

· Other nonfiction features (captions, boldfaced words, headings)

· A border that reflects the topic

Follow your plan and create the layout for your Exploration.  After modeling the process, have students choose their own topics and conduct their own Exploration. 

What Happened?  Did you answer your question?  What other questions arose as you did your research?  How might you answer them?

Extensions:  Challenge students to add other nonfiction features to their Explorations.  Make class books of student Explorations.  You can do several Explorations during the year and make individual Exploration books for your students.
My Exploration

My name__________________  My topic_________________

What I want to know:

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Where I plan to find my information: _________________________________________________


      Notes



  Source

Exploration Planning Sheet

My name_________________  My topic_________________

My title is:_______________________________________

The key points I want to include:




_____________________________




_____________________________




_____________________________

My border will look like this:

Nonfiction features I will include are:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here is a sketch of my layout:







An exploration is an abbreviated, beginning research project in which students find out about something that interests them and then share what they have learned.  This powerful activity makes use of text features and helps students pursue their curiosities.  








